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1) Letter From The Secretary General
 

 
First of all, let me extend a huge and warm welcome to all of the participants to the very first 
official session of Private Açı High School Model United Nations Conference of 2025, which 
will be held in Antalya from September 2nd to 4th!  
 
I, Yasemin Raithel, as the Secretary-General of this well-planned and coordinated conference, 
it is my immense pleasure to be able to present this organization with this position. I sincerely 
wish you a fulfilling and thriving one. Model United Nations Conferences are not just a 
conference, you have a wonderful opportunity to level-up your knowledge of international 
relations and today's issues, gaining confidence whilst being a representative in the 
committees. Especially, members of the Academic Team; our Under-Secretary Generals, 
Academic Assistants and Board Members are the best you could ever ask for in Antalya 
society. Each of our committees are carefully selected for you to have the best experience 
ever. From advanced committees to beginner ones.  
 
My utmost gratitude to the Principals and Teachers of our school, their effort and guidance 
made this conference possible. Moreover, I want to thank every single attendee of 
AÇIMUN’25, particularly our Academic and Organization Teams, who worked hard and 
served their best. Also a special appreciation goes to the only other person of the Executive 
Team, his organization skills are beyond any measure. 
 
Last but not least, I want to leave a quote from Founder Father of the Republic of Turkey, 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk: 
Turkish Youth, your first duty is to preserve and to defend Turkish Independence and the 
Turkish Republic forever. This is the very foundation of your existence and your future. This 
foundation is your most precious treasure. 
 
Lastly, whether you are a first timer delegate or an experienced member of ours, I wish 
everyone a marvelous experience and success during the conference. Hope to see you soon! 
 
Sincerely, 
Yasemin RAITHEL 
Secretary-General of AÇIMUN’25 
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2) Letter From The Under-Secretary General 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates, 
 
I am Kayra Duran and I will be your Under-Secretary General during this committee. In this 
Committee, we will be discussing the urban settlements and their effects on human lives. As 
we continue with this study guide you will encounter some parts of the guide that reflect my 
Academic Assistants emotions on the topic and I wish for you to implement those ideas to 
yourself. During the conference, I am confident that we will have fruitful discussions and 
brilliant ideas. I specifically would like you to read the whole guide and do your further 
reading, furthermore, I  would like you to have a look at the Questions To Be Addressed part 
as it will highly influence the flow of debate. If you have any further questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at the mail address down below. And lastly I wish to thank my 
wonderful Academic Assistant, Mare Tanem Yavuz. I think this will be a great introduction 
into committee academics for her as she was nothing but  brilliant with this document. 
 
kayraduran@gmail.com 
 
Yours Cruelly, 
Kayra Duran 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:kayraduran@gmail.com
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3) Letter From the Academic Assistant 

 
 
Distinguished Delegates, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the UN-Habitat committee. This committee focuses on 
some of the most pressing global challenges, which is how we design, manage, and sustain 
our cities. From affordable housing to sustainable urban planning, sociology and the issues 
we will discuss are central to the lives of communities worldwide. 
 
This study guide is here to provide you with a foundation, but your role goes far beyond these 
pages. The real strength of this committee lies in your research, your ability to engage with 
different perspectives, and your willingness to collaborate toward realistic and impactful 
solutions. 
 
I encourage you to approach the sessions with an open mind, thoughts of change and 
diplomacy alongside creativity. I look forward to seeing how you shape the discussions and 
the innovative ideas you will bring forward. 
 
Wishing you a successful and meaningful experience in UN-Habitat. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mare Tanem Yavuz 
Academic Assistant 
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4) Introduction to UN-Habitat 
 

 
The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) is the United Nations 
agency mandated to promote the development of socially and environmentally sustainable 
towns and cities. It was established in 1978, UN-Habitat serves as the focal point for all 
urbanization and human settlement issues within the United Nations system. Its mission is 
grounded in the belief that the prosperity, security, and well-being of humanity depend, now 
more than ever, on the sustainability of the world’s cities. 
 
As the UN-Habitat’s work focuses on supporting governments and communities in building 
urban areas that are inclusive, resilient, and adaptive to the challenges of the twenty-first 
century. The agency champions participatory urban planning, affordable housing, safe public 
spaces, and access to sustainable infrastructure and basic services. Through research, 
technical assistance, policy advocacy, and capacity-building initiatives, UN-Habitat 
empowers communities and policy-makers to drive positive change from the ground up. 
 
Central to its vision is the conviction that cities can be engines of economic growth, 
innovation, and opportunity, provided that their development is managed equitably and 
sustainably. In a world where over half the population now lives in urban areas, UN-Habitat 
recognizes the unique potential of cities to lead the fight against climate change and social 
exclusion. 
 
By fostering collaboration among national and local governments, civil society, and the 
private sector, UN-Habitat strives to ensure that all urban residents, regardless of income, 
background, or status, participate in and benefit from the transformation of their 
communities. This commitment to inclusion, innovation, and empowerment makes 
UN-Habitat a crucial actor in advancing resilient and sustainable urban futures for people 
everywhere. 
 
Mandate and Mission 
The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) is mandated by the UN 
General Assembly to promote socially and environmentally sustainable towns and cities with 
the overarching goal of securing adequate shelter for all. Its mandate is grounded in key 
international frameworks such as the Habitat Agenda, which was adopted at the United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) in Istanbul in 1996, and further 
reinforced through General Assembly resolutions including 32/162 and 56/206. As the focal 
point for urbanization and human settlements within the UN system, UN-Habitat supports 
national and local governments by providing normative policy advice, technical assistance, 
and capacity-building aimed at transforming cities into inclusive centers of economic growth, 
social progress, and environmental sustainability. The agency’s mission is operationalized 
through a comprehensive strategy focusing on urban legislation, governance, planning, 
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economy, and basic services, reflecting its four core functions of monitoring and research, 
policy development, capacity building, and financing for urban development. 
 
 
5) Introduction to the Agenda: Advancing Sustainable Climate Resilience in 
Urban Areas Through Inclusive Innovation and Community Empowerment

 

Cities today are where the climate crisis hits hardest, and where millions of people live, work, 
and build their lives. Rising sea levels threaten coastal neighborhoods. Fierce storms rip 
through communities, damaging homes and infrastructure. Extreme heatwaves threaten our 
health, and unpredictable weather messes with the food and water we rely on every day. 

But these impacts aren’t felt equally. Those living in informal settlements, poor 
neighborhoods, or marginalized groups often face the biggest risks,  and the smallest safety 
nets. They have fewer resources to prepare for or recover from disasters, and climate change 
tends to make their already difficult situations even worse. 

Rapid urban growth adds fuel to the fire. Crowded cities put pressure on roads, water 
systems, and hospitals. Inequality means not everyone has access to clean energy, safe 
housing, or smart solutions that could protect them. 

That’s why this agenda focuses on two powerful ideas revolving around inclusive innovation 
and community empowerment. Inclusive innovation means creating new approaches and 
technologies that everyone can use, especially those who need them most. Think affordable 
solar panels for low-income households, community gardens that build food security, or early 
warning systems that speak all local languages. 

Community empowerment reminds us that real resilience comes from people themselves. 
When communities are equipped with knowledge, tools, and a say in decisions, they build 
solutions that truly work for their lives. This means making sure young people, women, and 
others who have too often been left out have a voice and a role at every level. 

In this committee, you'll wrestle with tough questions: How do we make sure innovation 
reaches every corner of a city? How can we build resilience without widening inequality? 
And how do we put local communities at the heart of climate action? The answers will shape 
the cities of tomorrow, making them safer, fairer, and ready to face a changing climate. 

6) Comprehensive Understanding Climate Resilience in Urban Areas 
 

 
Cities worldwide are increasingly at the forefront of experiencing the adverse effects of 
climate change. The concept of climate resilience in urban areas encapsulates a city’s overall 
ability to anticipate, absorb, respond to, and recover from diverse climate induced shocks and 
stresses. These may include acute events such as flooding, hurricanes, and heatwaves, as well 
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as chronic stresses like gradual sea level rise, drought, and urban heat island effects. The 
process to build resilience involves reinforcing urban physical infrastructure, strengthening 
social networks and institutions, revitalizing ecosystems, and sustaining economic vitality to 
safeguard vulnerable populations and maintain urban functionality. 
 
The multidimensional nature of urban climate resilience requires concerted efforts spanning 
four broad but interconnected domains: 

-​ Physical Infrastructure Resilience: This involves designing, upgrading, and 
maintaining urban structures such as transport, water supply, energy grids, housing, 
and sanitation to endure and quickly recover from climatic disruptions. For example, 
food resistant drainage infrastructure, elevated roadways in flood prone districts, and 
retrofitting buildings to manage higher temperature extremes are critical physical 
adaptation measures. Additionally, integrating nature based solutions such as urban 
forests, wetlands restoration, and permeable surfaces help moderate climate impacts 
and increase ecosystem services. 

-​ Social Resilience and Equity: Climate resilience is ultimately predicated on the 
people who live in cities. Vulnerability is often stratified by factors such as poverty, 
gender, age, disability, race, and informal settlement status. Marginalized 
communities typically face disproportionate risks due to substandard housing, lack of 
legal tenure, limited access to clean water and health services, and exclusion from 
decision making processes. Ensuring social equity through inclusive policies is vital 
for enabling these groups to anticipate, prepare for, and recover from climate events. 

-​ Economic Resilience: Cities host diverse economies vulnerable to climate related 
disruptions. Supply chains may be interrupted by floods or storms, informal sector 
workers may lose livelihood opportunities, and critical services can be impacted. 
Economic resilience involves diversification, social safety nets, micro financing for 
vulnerable households, investment in green jobs and climate resilient industries, and 
ensuring business continuity in disaster prone areas. 

-​ Institutional and Governance Capacity: Robust governance structures that 
coordinate city agencies, private sector, civil society, and community actors are 
essential for effective resilience. This includes transparent planning, enforcement of 
building codes, integrating climate risk into urban development policies, fostering 
inter-jurisdictional cooperation, and facilitating community participation. Governance 
gaps or fragmentation can severely undermine resilience efforts and create policy 
incoherence. 

 
Key Concepts and challenges 
 

-​ Adaptation: Adaptation in urban contexts is the set of planned or autonomous actions 
undertaken to reduce vulnerability and exposure to climate risks and to harness 
potential opportunities arising from changing environmental conditions. It requires the 
systematic integration of climate considerations into urban development planning, 
infrastructural design, and service delivery. Examples include upgrading drainage to 
manage more frequent flooding; modifying building codes to enhance thermal 
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comfort and structural integrity, and expanding urban green space to counteract the 
heat island effect and improve air quality. Importantly, adaptation prioritizes 
flexibility and scalability to respond to the uncertainties inherent in future climate 
projections. 

-​ Mitigation: Urban mitigation focuses on reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
that drive global climate change. Given the concentration of energy consumption and 
emissions in cities due to industries, transportation, buildings, and waste cause 
mitigation interventions in urban areas can have disproportionate global impact. 
Strategies such as transitioning to renewable energy, promoting energy efficient 
architecture, enhancing public transit and active mobility, implementing waste 
reduction and circular economy models, and fostering sustainable land use practices 
are critical. Synchronizing adaptation and mitigation efforts unlocks co-benefits such 
as improved public health, economic savings, and biodiversity conservation. 

-​ Vulnerability and Social Equity: Vulnerability is determined not only by exposure 
to hazards but also by the capacity to anticipate, withstand, and recover from them. 
Marginalized communities that are often located in hazard prone informal settlements 
with insecure tenure to bear a greater burden of climate impacts due to 
multidimensional poverty. Equity-centered resilience recognizes these disparities and 
advocates interventions that empower underserved populations through improved 
access to resources, inclusive governance, capacity building, and legal protection. It 
also involves disaggregated data collection to understand differential impacts and 
design tailored responses. 

-​ Systems Interdependency and Cascading Risks: Urban systems do not operate in 
isolation but are deeply interconnected. For instance, a flood can disrupt power 
supplies, which may halt water pumping stations and medical services, leading to 
water shortages and health crises. Similarly transportation network disruptions impede 
emergency response and economic activities. Recognizing the interdependencies calls 
for a systems thinking approach to resilience planning, emphasizing redundancy, 
diversification, and cross-sectoral coordination to prevent cascading failures. 

 
Major Challenges 
 

-​ Rapid Urbanization and Informal Growth: By 2025, about 58% of the global 
population lives in urban areas, expected to rise to 70% by 2025, mostly in developing 
countries. Rapid growth often exceeds city capacities to provide adequate housing and 
services, leading to informal settlements (a.k.a home to over 1 billion people) often in 
high risk areas like areas like floodplains or unstable slopes, increasingly vulnerable 
to climate hazards. 

-​ Resource and Financial Constraints: Many cities in the Global South face chronic 
funding shortages and competing priorities, limiting investment in climate resilient 
infrastructure. The global urban adaptation finance gap exceeds $150 billion annually 
(2024). Technical and institutional capacity gaps, plus complex financing 
mechanisms, hinder climate action. 
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-​ Structural Inequality and Exclusion: Vulnerable groups (women, elderly, informal 
settlers) face disproportionate climate risks and often lack legal land rights or 
governance inclusion. For example, heatwave mortality among the elderly can be 
70% higher (WHO, 2022), highlighting the need for inclusive policies and reforms. 

-​ Governance Fragmentation and Coordination Deficits: Around 60% of surveyed 
urban municipalities (2023) report challenges like overlapping mandates, poor 
communication, and limited community engagement, weakening climate adaptation 
efforts. 

-​ Data Gaps and Information Deficits: Less than 40% of mid sized cities in 
developing countries have detailed climate risk data or hazard maps (2024), limiting 
effective planning and early warning. 

-​ Climate Uncertainty and Emerging Risks: With growing unpredictability of 
climate impacts (IPCC, 2023), cities must adopt flexible, adaptive planning 
approaches to respond to evolving risks and protect urban populations. 

 
By thoroughly engaging with these fundamental concepts and recognizing the diverse 
challenges faced by urban areas, policymakers, planners, and stakeholders can develop 
strategic, context sensitive solutions that build a resilient urban future capable of protecting 
people, assets, and ecosystems. 
 
7) Discursive Standpoints 

 
 
Sociological Perspectives 
 
The sociological dimension of urban climate resilience highlights that climate impacts affect 
people differently depending on social status, access to resources, and community integration. 
Vulnerable populations including residents of informal settlements, women, elderly 
individuals, youth, migrants, and persons with disabilities often face exacerbated risks due to 
poorer infrastructure, limited access to services, and systematic exclusion from decision 
making. Therefore, resilience strategies must prioritize social equity and inclusiveness by 
empowering these groups and strengthening communal networks that support both 
preparedness and recovery. Recognizing cultural values and local knowledge is also essential 
to designing climate interventions that are socially acceptable and effective  
 
Countries like India and South Africa emphasize protecting informal settlements and 
promoting inclusive urban governance that amplifies marginalized voices, particularly 
women and youth. In contrast, Japan underscores the role of social cohesion and community 
engagement as part of an integrated disaster risk reduction system within dense urban spaces. 
Similarly, Brazil advocates for participatory governance mechanisms, drawing on its 
experience with participatory budgeting, to foster social capital as a foundation for resilient 
cities. 
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Economic Perspectives 
 
Economically, urban climate resilience is constrained by limited financial resources, 
competing in developmental priorities, and widespread informal economic activity. Many 
cities in low and middle income countries particularly struggle to fund infrastructure 
upgrades and social protections. Investing in resilience brings undeniable economic benefits 
in reducing damage costs, enabling business continuity, and creating green employment 
opportunities. Supporting informal sectors through accessible financing and inclusion in 
urban planning is key to ensuring no segment of the economy and society is left vulnerable or 
excluded. 
 
States like Kenya and Bangladesh highlight the critical role of informal economies and 
advocate for expanded access to microfinance and international climate funding directed 
toward inclusive urban adaptation initiatives. China, as an emerging economy, showcases 
large investments in green infrastructure aligned with equitable urban development, 
promoting South-South knowledge exchange. Developed countries such as Germany and 
Canada emphasize mobilizing innovative financial instruments like green bonds, encouraging 
risk informed investment, and stressing that resilient urban infrastructure presents cost 
effective returns by mitigating future disaster losses. 
 
Governance and Institutional Perspectives 
 
Building climate resilience requires coherent governance frameworks that coordinate across 
government levels and sectors. Fragmented authorities, duplication of roles, lack of 
community participation, and weak accountability mechanisms undermine resilience efforts. 
Effective institutional arrangements must integrate informal settlements, facilitate transparent 
policymaking, and ensure inclusive decision making involving civil society. Strengthening 
regulatory frameworks, data transparency, and inter agency cooperation are essential to 
implementing sustainable and equitable resilience solutions. 
 
Nigeria, facing rapid urbanization and governance challenges particularly in Lagos, advocates 
for multi level coordination and frameworks that formally recognize informal settlements in 
planning. Norway and Sweden emphasize transparency, open data sharing 
 and strong oversight to maximize the effectiveness of urban climate projects. Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) like the Maldives and Barbados stress the urgency of international 
climate finance alongside long and damage mechanisms to address their existential threats 
while prioritizing community-led and ecosystem based adaptation models. 
 
The Five Scapes of Appadurai 
Ideoscape 
Ideoscape involves the worldwide spread of ideas, ideologies, beliefs and political narratives 
such as democracy, freedom, human rights, nationalism, and social justice. These flows are 
inherently political and often contested, shaping governance frameworks and collective 
identities globally. Ideoscapes influence how societies conceptualize and implement policies, 
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including those related to climate justice, environmental governance, and social inclusion as 
they reflect the dynamic interplay of political imaginaries in a globalized world. 
 
The promotion of democracy and human rights ideals, supported by Western states like the 
United States and members of the European Union, shapes global governance debates over 
climate justice and equity. Countries in Latin America, like Chile and Brazil, incorporate 
social inclusion into their national climate policies influenced by these Ideoscapes. 
Meanwhile countries such as China and Russia navigate ideoscape flows by promoting 
alternative governance models and development paths, often emphasizing state sovereignty 
and economic growth. 
 
Mediascape 
It describes the worldwide circulation of information and images through media channels 
such as newspapers, television, films, videos, and digital platforms. These media create 
narratives and visual representations that influence how societies perceive distant cultures, 
global events, and themselves. Mediascapes help shape public opinion, cultural tastes, 
political mobilization, and consumer behavior. These narratives circulated often blend fact 
and fiction, constructing imagined realities that affect identity formation and awareness of 
global issues like climate change. 
 
The powerful mediascape of the United States influences perceptions of climate change 
globally through major news networks and social media platforms. Countries like Brazil use 
film and documentary media to raise awareness about deforestation and resilience in the 
Amazon. South Korea’s robust digital media industry shapes both domestic and international 
cultural narratives, influencing youth engagement around climate activism. Meanwhile, 
misinformation spread in some countries complicates public understanding and political 
consensus on climate issues. 
 
Technoscape 
The technoscape encompasses the global flow of technology, including mechanical devices, 
communication systems, and information technologies that cross international boundaries. 
Technology spreads rapidly, transforming economies and societies, but its distribution is 
uneven. Developed countries typically lead innovation and technological development, while 
other regions rely on adapting and receiving transferred technologies. Technoscapes influence 
urban resilience by determining how accessible and advanced climate adaptation tools or 
systems are in different contexts. 
 
Developed states such as Japan and Germany lead in advancing climate technologies like 
renewable energy and smart infrastructure, often exporting these innovations. Emerging 
economies like China invest heavily in green technology while also benefiting from 
technology transfers. Meanwhile, developing countries such as Kenya and Bangladesh face 
challenges accessing cutting-edge tools, underscoring the need for equitable technology 
sharing to support inclusive resilience efforts. 
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Finanscape 
Refers to the global movement of capital, including currency flows, financial investments, 
loans, aid, and remittances. Capitals shift rapidly and unpredictably across borders, affecting 
national economies, development opportunities, and urban infrastructure projects. 
Finanscapes play a key role in determining which countries, cities, or communities can 
finance climate resilience initiatives and sustainable development, highlighting the 
impşortance of accessible, transparent, and inclusive financial flows. 
 
States like Norway and Sweden are major donors to international climate funds that support 
urban adaptation in low income countries. Middle-income states such as Mexico attract 
private investment for climate-resilient urban infrastructure but often seek concessional 
finance to fill gaps. Small Island Developing States (SIDS) like Maldives face financing 
challenges for sea-level rise defenses, often relying heavily on international aid and 
innovative financing mechanisms. 
 
Ethnoscape 
The ethnoscape refers to the global flow and movement of people. This includes migrants, 
refugees, tourists, guest workers, exiles, and diasporic communities that constantly move 
across borders. These populations contribute to shaping diverse and transnational identities, 
challenging traditional concepts of fixed nationality and locality. The changing composition 
and movement of people influence social relations, cultural practices, and political dynamics 
both in their places of origin and destination. Ethnoscapes highlight the fluidity of human 
mobility and its central role in the globalized world. 
 
States such as India and the Philippines have large diasporic populations spread across the 
globe, sending remittances home and maintaining cultural ties overseas. Meanwhile, 
countries like Germany and Canada receive significant immigrant populations that contribute 
to multicultural urban landscapes. Conflict zones such as Syria and South Sudan generate 
refugees who reshape regional ethnoscapes and pose humanitarian and governance 
challenges. Understanding these flows helps frame migration policies and integration 
strategies in urban climate resilience discussions. 
 
8) Role of Inclusive Innovation: Definition, Case Studies, and Accessibility 
Challenges 

 
Inclusive innovation is a crucial concept for advancing sustainable climate resilience in urban 
areas. It refers to the creation and implementation of new technologies, policies, or social 
solutions that are deliberately designed to include marginalized and vulnerable groups. 
Unlike traditional innovation, which often prioritizes efficiency or economic gains, inclusive 
innovation focuses on equity, accessibility, and participation. It ensures that all urban 
residents, particularly those living in informal settlements, women, the elderly, migrants, and 
persons with disabilities, can benefit from, and actively contribute to, climate adaptation 
efforts. 
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What makes this approach distinct is its emphasis on co-creation. Innovations are developed 
in collaboration with local communities and tailored to their cultural, social, and economic 
realities. This results in solutions that are not only technologically sound but also socially 
relevant and sustainable. Understanding this principle is vital to advocate for climate 
resilience strategies that leave no one behind. 
 
Case Studies of Inclusive Innovation 
Several cities provide inspiring examples of how inclusive innovation can drive urban 
resilience: 
In Jakarta, Indonesia, a city frequently hit by devastating floods, local authorities partnered 
with communities to develop flood early warning systems that use localized sensors and 
deliver alerts in multiple languages spoken in informal settlements. This community-centered 
approach not only improved early response but also built trust between residents and 
authorities. 
 
Medellín, Colombia, once challenged by social exclusion, transformed its urban landscape 
through inclusive innovation. The introduction of the Metrocable cable car system connected 
hillside informal settlements to essential services and jobs in the city center. The success of 
this infrastructure was rooted in participatory urban planning that engaged residents, leading 
to greater social cohesion and resilience. 
 
In Nairobi, Kenya, women-led solar energy cooperatives emerged in informal settlements to 
provide affordable, clean energy alternatives. These initiatives enhanced environmental 
sustainability while empowering women economically, showing that innovation can 
simultaneously address climate and social challenges. 
 
Even in developed countries like Germany, smart city projects emphasize inclusion, cities 
like Hamburg and Berlin integrate digital technologies with accessibility programs and 
community training to ensure that all residents, including the elderly and disabled, can benefit 
from technological advances. 
 
Accessibility Challenges to Inclusive Innovation 
Despite its promise, inclusive innovation faces significant barriers that need to be kept in 
mind: 
Technological barriers remain widespread. Many marginalized populations in cities such as 
Mumbai and Lagos lack reliable internet access, digital devices, or skills, limiting their ability 
to engage with digital climate services and early warning systems. 
 
Financial constraints also hinder progress. Countries including Bangladesh and Nigeria often 
lack sufficient public funding and access to affordable financing or international climate 
funds, making it difficult to scale innovative solutions within vulnerable communities. 
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Governance and institutional limitations pose further challenges. Lack of secure land tenure 
for informal settlement residents in countries like South Africa and Brazil restricts 
marginalized groups from participating in adaptation programs or influencing urban planning 
decisions. Inefficient coordination and weak representation further exacerbate exclusion. 
 
Cultural and social factors must not be overlooked. Innovations that fail to respect local 
customs or are not adapted to community contexts may be met with resistance or remain 
underutilized, underscoring the importance of community involvement throughout the 
innovation lifecycle. 
 
It can play a crucial role by advocating for policies and frameworks that reduce these barriers 
through capacity building, equitable financing, community engagement, and culturally 
sensitive innovation design. Such inclusive approaches are fundamental to building 
sustainable, equitable urban climate resilience. 
 
 
9) Community Empowerment for Climate Resilience 

 
Community empowerment is a cornerstone of effective climate resilience in urban areas. It 
hinges on the understanding that those most directly affected by climate change are often best 
positioned to identify risks, develop adaptation strategies, and lead local resilience-building 
initiatives. Empowering communities goes beyond consultation, it means transferring real 
decision-making power, resources, and technical support to people on the ground. When 
communities feel ownership of resilience projects, these efforts are more likely to be 
sustainable, efficient, and equitable. Moreover, empowerment fosters social cohesion by 
building trust and cooperation among different groups, which is essential in the complex 
social fabric of cities facing climate challenges. 
 
9.1) Importance of Local Participation  
Meaningful local participation is vital because urban populations vary immensely in terms of 
vulnerability, resources, and priorities. Resilience strategies designed without this input risk 
being ineffective or even harmful by ignoring local knowledge and social dynamics. When 
communities actively engage in risk assessment, planning, implementation, and monitoring, 
they help ensure that adaptation actions respond to real needs and contexts. 
 
For example, in Manila, Philippines, informal settlement residents have taken part in 
mapping flood-prone zones, identifying critical vulnerabilities in their neighborhoods that 
government risk assessments missed. Their involvement led to tangible improvements such 
as upgrading drainage infrastructure and establishing evacuation routes that consider the 
informal street layouts and social networks that define these areas. This participatory 
approach has saved lives in successive typhoon seasons and increased community 
confidence. 
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Similarly, in Cape Town, South Africa, community forums and water-management 
committees have been crucial during severe droughts. By engaging diverse neighborhood 
representatives, city officials could implement rationing and conservation measures better 
adapted to local water-use practices and socio-economic conditions. These forums also serve 
as platforms for addressing concerns about water access inequalities, increasing transparency 
and reducing social tensions. 
 
In Vancouver, Canada, neighborhood associations emphasize partnership models where 
municipal planners work directly with indigenous groups and vulnerable communities to 
co-design green infrastructure and climate adaptation projects. This fosters inclusion and 
respects indigenous rights and knowledge systems, setting a global example for participatory 
urban resilience. 
 
Local participation also enhances transparency and accountability in resource allocation and 
project execution. It helps prevent corruption or elite capture, ensuring that marginalized 
groups receive their fair share of benefits. Underscoring the importance of such inclusive 
participation mechanisms, from grassroots organizations to official advisory councils can 
contribute to building consensus on urban climate resilience policies that are both just and 
practical. 
 
9.2) Gender, Youth, and Marginalized Group Involvement 
To truly empower communities, special attention must be paid to integrating women, youth, 
and marginalized groups into resilience planning and implementation. These groups often 
face layered vulnerabilities due to discriminatory social structures, economic disadvantages, 
and political exclusion, making their involvement critical not just for equity but also for the 
overall effectiveness of climate action. 
 
Women, for example, frequently bear the increased burdens of climate-related hardships such 
as water scarcity, food insecurity, and health risks. Recognizing this, many resilience 
programs now emphasize women’s leadership. In Bangladesh, women’s groups have 
successfully managed mangrove afforestation projects along vulnerable coastal zones. These 
natural barriers reduce storm surges and salinity intrusion while simultaneously promoting 
women’s economic independence through employment and stewardship roles. Such projects 
improve ecosystem services and strengthen social empowerment, illustrating the multiplier 
effect of gender-inclusive approaches. 
 
Youth represent another vital constituency. Young people bring fresh ideas, energy, and 
long-term commitment to climate resilience efforts. Municipalities like Stockholm, Sweden, 
and New York City, USA, have formalized youth councils and climate education programs, 
engaging young citizens in everything from urban planning to sustainability advocacy. Their 
contributions help ensure that adaptation policies address future risks and foster 
intergenerational equity. 
 

 



15 

Marginalized populations, including ethnic minorities, migrants, informal settlers, and 
persons with disabilities must also be explicitly involved. Their voices are often muted in 
formal governance but their knowledge about local vulnerabilities is indispensable. In Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, participatory budgeting has enabled marginalized neighborhoods to decide on 
targeted investments in flood control and sanitation infrastructure directly affecting their daily 
lives. This approach has not only improved resilience but also fostered community 
empowerment and political inclusion. 
 
Similarly, experiences in India show that including female heads of households and migrant 
communities in urban resilience planning improves program reach and relevance. These 
groups often manage household-level coping strategies and community networks critical in 
times of climate crises. 
 
Advocating is a must for policy frameworks that institutionalize gender-responsive 
budgeting, create youth empowerment platforms, and guarantee representation for all 
marginalized communities in decision-making processes. Capacity-building programs 
tailored to these groups enable them to fully engage, further enhancing community resilience. 
 
By focusing on these dimensions of community empowerment, delegates can contribute to 
creating policies and initiatives that not only build safer, greener cities but also promote 
justice and social inclusion, key principles for sustainable climate resilience. 
 
10) Current UN-Habitat Programs and Global Initiatives  

 
As you prepare to represent your country in discussions on advancing sustainable climate 
resilience in urban areas, it is important to understand UN-Habitat’s leading role and its 
extensive work at the global and regional levels. UN-Habitat drives transformative programs, 
forges key partnerships, and supports cities and communities worldwide to better anticipate 
and respond to climate-related challenges. Grasping the scope of these initiatives, their 
regional adaptations, and the array of stakeholders involved will help you elevate your 
national position and make informed contributions to solutions. 
 
10.1) Flagship Programs, Partnerships, and SDG Integration 
UN-Habitat’s flagship programs serve as the backbone of its global climate resilience 
strategy. The City Resilience Profiling Programme (CRPP), for example, equips cities with 
analytical frameworks and diagnostic tools to evaluate vulnerabilities in sectors like housing, 
infrastructure, health, and governance. Cities like Mumbai, India and Valletta, Malta have 
used CRPP insights to design integrated urban resilience plans that balance environmental 
risk with social equity. 
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The Urban Climate Change Resilience Initiative connects a growing network of cities 
committed to innovation and learning. This platform encourages dialogue between cities 
facing flood risks in Bangladesh, droughts in Ethiopia, and heat stress in Spain, fostering the 
exchange of strategies such as nature-based solutions and climate-smart infrastructure. 
 
UN-Habitat’s partnerships extend beyond governments to international funds like the Green 
Climate Fund (GCF) and the Global Environment Facility (GEF), enabling cities to access 
vital financial resources. Collaboration with organizations such as ICLEI, Local Governments 
for Sustainability helps build local government capacity, while alliances with academic 
institutions support evidence-based decision-making. 
 
Crucially, all efforts are intertwined with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). SDG 
11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 13 (Climate Action), and SDG 5 (Gender 
Equality) guide UN-Habitat’s integrated approach, ensuring that resilience efforts also 
advance social inclusion, gender justice, and good governance. This comprehensive 
framework offers delegates a powerful lens to evaluate climate resilience proposals 
holistically. 
 
10.2) Regional Approaches and Case Studies 
UN-Habitat recognizes that climate adaptation must be tailored to local realities. Its regional 
programs reflect this understanding and provide rich examples of adaptation in practice: 
In Africa, the Africa Urban Resilience Program has supported cities like Lagos, Nigeria and 
Kampala, Uganda in upgrading informal settlements with flood-resistant housing and 
community drainage systems co-designed with residents. These projects have reduced 
disaster risks while improving living conditions. 
 
The Asia-Pacific Urban Climate Change Resilience Network (AP-CCRN) fosters regional 
cooperation in cities such as Jakarta, Indonesia, Surat, India, and Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, 
focusing on early warning systems, community preparedness, and incorporating indigenous 
knowledge into urban planning. 
 
In Latin America, Medellín’s transformation stands as a global benchmark, combining 
infrastructure innovation with social programs to uplift marginalized populations. 
UN-Habitat’s initiatives in São Paulo, Brazil, and Mexico City, Mexico, emphasize green 
public spaces, public transit accessibility, and participatory budgeting to make climate 
resilience inclusive and equitable. 
 
The Arab States receive tailored support through programs addressing water scarcity and 
urban heat, with cities like Cairo, Egypt and Amman, Jordan developing climate-responsive 
urban design and enhancing energy efficiency in vulnerable neighborhoods. 
These regional case studies demonstrate the adaptability of UN-Habitat’s model and offer 
delegates concrete examples to reference when shaping or negotiating policies that must 
resonate within diverse local and regional contexts. 
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10.3) Key Stakeholders and Their Roles 
Urban climate resilience is a collaborative effort involving a broad and diverse set of 
stakeholders, each vital to the success of programs and initiatives facilitated by UN-Habitat. 
National Governments play a strategic role by creating enabling policy environments, 
mobilizing resources, and integrating resilience into broader development frameworks. For 
example, the government of Bangladesh has partnered with UN-Habitat to embed climate 
adaptation into national urban development policies, directly benefiting flood-prone cities. 
Local Governments, city councils, municipal agencies, and mayors are at the forefront of 
implementing resilience actions. Cities like Cape Town, South Africa, and Toronto, Canada, 
translate national commitments into locally relevant solutions, managing infrastructure 
upgrades, disaster preparedness, and community engagement. 
 
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) act as important advocates for inclusive and equitable 
climate action. They ensure marginalized voices are heard, provide grassroots expertise, and 
monitor government accountability. In cities such as Nairobi, Kenya, local NGOs coordinate 
community-led waste management projects that reduce urban pollution and increase 
resilience. 
Community-Based Organizations (CBOs), often rooted within informal settlements or 
vulnerable neighborhoods, bring critical first-hand knowledge and mobilize residents for 
adaptation actions. Their involvement was key in co-developing flood warning systems in 
Jakarta and managing coastal mangrove restoration in Bangladesh. 
 
The Private Sector brings innovation, funding, and technical expertise to resilience efforts. 
Power companies investing in renewable energy in Germany, or construction firms 
developing resilient housing in the Philippines, demonstrate how private investment is critical 
for sustainable infrastructure. 
 
International Agencies and Donors, including UN-Habitat itself, the World Bank, and the 
European Union, provide funding, technical support, and global coordination to amplify local 
efforts. Coordinating across these institutions ensures financing reaches those who need it 
most and that knowledge and best practices circulate widely. 
 
Academic and Research Institutions offer data analysis, risk modeling, and innovation testing 
that form the scientific foundation for effective adaptation. Collaborations with universities in 
cities like Tokyo, Japan, and Zurich, Switzerland help cities assess vulnerabilities and design 
evidence-based policies. 
 
Recognizing the interplay of these actors and advocating for their meaningful coordination 
will be critical in pushing for policies that are practical, inclusive, and scalable. It is through 
partnerships and shared responsibility that urban climate resilience can be successfully 
advanced. 
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11) Questions to be Assessed 
 

1.​ How can inclusive innovation be effectively integrated into urban climate resilience 
plans to ensure equitable access and participation for marginalized communities? 
 

2.​ What strategies can governments and UN-Habitat implement to overcome financial, 
technological, and governance barriers that limit the accessibility of innovative 
climate solutions for vulnerable urban populations? 
 

3.​ In what ways can local communities be meaningfully empowered to participate in 
climate adaptation decision-making processes, and what role should this participation 
play in shaping policies and programs? 
 

4.​ How can we ensure that gender, youth, and marginalized groups are not only included 
but also actively lead climate resilience initiatives within their urban environments? 
 

5.​ What examples of successful community-driven climate resilience projects can be 
replicated or adapted across different urban contexts, and what lessons can we learn 
from them? 
 

6.​ How can partnerships between national governments, local authorities, civil society, 
the private sector, and international organizations be strengthened to promote 
integrated and sustainable urban climate resilience? 
 

7.​ What mechanisms exist or should be developed to mobilize and channel climate 
finance effectively towards inclusive innovation and community empowerment in 
cities? 
 

8.​ How can UN-Habitat’s regional programs and global initiatives be leveraged to 
support national and local efforts for climate-resilient urban development? 
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